
 The  Mission of the Montgomery County Family and Children  First  Council is  

to serve as a catalyst to foster interdependent solutions among public and private 

community partners to achieve the  vision for the health  and well-being of families,  

children and adults.  

 

Our Vision is that Montgomery County is a place where families, children and 

adults live in safe, supportive neighborhoods, care for and respect one another, 

value each other, and succeed in school, the workplace and life. 
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Past Recipients 
2012 Susan Caperna – Advocate 

2011 Carmen Y. Gooden – Linda Vista Transitional Housing 

2010 Clinton Ralph Wilcoxson II – MC Juvenile Court 

2009 Doris Edelmann – MC Children Services 

2008 Keith D. Harrison – Camp Fire USA Greater Dayton Area Council 

2007 Elba Alicia Pagan & Raymond Two Crows Wallen – Ga-Li  

2006 Robert Neal, Jr. – Daybreak, Inc. 

2005 Barbara Holmes – Unified Health Solutions 

2004 Monica Rohr – Dayton Metro Housing Authority 

2003 Matthew Hawley – Volunteers of America Dayton Community Center 

2002 Ronald L. Reigelsperger – MC Juvenile Court 

2001 Marcie Fullbright – MC Children Services  

Award History 
In 2001, the Family and Children First Council established this award 

to honor Brother Raymond L. Fitz, former president of the University 

of Dayton, for his years of leadership and service to the community. 

Brother Ray was the first Chair of the FCFC and is currently involved 

with the University of Dayton’s Fitz Center for Leadership in the 

Community. The Award honors those who exemplify Brother Ray’s 

dedication to nurturing and protecting children and families by his or 

her daily efforts in the community. Each recipient receives a unique, 

specially commissioned art sculpture. 

Special Thanks 
Terry Welker, Award Sculptor 

Marsha Bonhart for serving as Award Emcee 

Welcome Clinton Brown, Chair, FCFC 

Introductions Marsha Bonhart, Emcee, WDTN 

Creation of Award Clinton Brown, Chair, FCFC 

Recipient’s Nomination  Vicki Giambrone, VP Marketing, CMC 

Guest’s Remarks Open to Public (Limit 2 minutes) 

Presentation of Award Clinton Brown and Brother Ray Fitz 

Acceptance Speech Elizabeth “Libby” Nicholson 

Closing Remarks Marsha Bonhart, Emcee, WDTN 

Lunch Served 

Award Core Values Bro. Raymond L. Fitz S.M., Ph.D. 

Award Ceremony 



 

    She saw first-hand the prevalence of child abuse and many repeat 

cases.  This grassroots experience shaped Libby’s leadership qualities, 

and afforded her the first hand knowledge to help grow a system that 

was focused on the child’s welfare. 

    Most recently, Libby was instrumental in beginning yet another pro-

gram, the Mental Health Resource Connection Program, which serves to 

connect patients in need with community resources. Again, Libby took a 

leadership role in the selection of staff, development of protocols, and 

communication regarding this service. Although only in existence for less 

than one year, the program has been applauded by professional staff 

members as a tremendous asset in connecting children with mental 

health resources.  

    This hands on Director of CARE House, has found herself wearing 

many different hats.  Libby is a founding member of the Ohio Network of 

Children’s Advocacy Centers and has served that organization in many 

leadership and consultative roles. Libby continues to serve on numerous 

committees and task forces in this community. She is recognized as a 

leader among her peers and is frequently asked to share her expertise and 

talent as a team builder. 

    Although Libby has maintained titles of authority in each organization, 

her main capacity is truly as a servant to children. She has always been 

hands on and will remain so, as long as she continues to advocate for the 

rights of children. 

    

2013 marks the 13th year of the Brother Raymond L. Fitz Award 

Luncheon. The Council established this annual award to honor 

Raymond L. Fitz for his years of leadership and dedication. The 

Montgomery County Family and Children First Council facilitates 

coordination of human services programs across the county.  

    Throughout her career, Libby has worked to protect the community’s chil-

dren. Her experience at Montgomery County Children Services and at the 

Emergency Department at The Children’s Medical Center of Dayton showed 

her the need for a coordinated response to child abuse. Through her partici-

pation on the Child Protection Task Force, she learned of child advocacy cen-

ters. CARE House opened in 1999 

with Libby as Director. Since 

then, over 7,000 children have 

received services. 

    For almost 35 years Libby has 

been fighting for children’s  emo-

tional and physical well  being in 

a legal system that seeks justice 

against perpetrators but did not 

always consider the victims vul-

nerability.  

    Libby   served as  a  Case-

worker and Supervisor for Montgomery County Children Services responsi-

ble for supervising a unit of Protective Service Caseworkers and investigat-

ing cases of suspected child abuse, neglect, and dependency, and  providing 

protective services to those children and families.  

    Beginning in 1995, Libby served as senior medical social worker in the 

Emergency Department at Children's and as a member of the Child Abuse 

Team.  Her work centered on psychosocial assessment and intervention, case 

management, conflict resolution, counseling, consultation and education, 

interagency and multidisciplinary collaboration, development and imple-

mentation of training for child abuse professionals and pre-trial consultation 

and court testimony.    

2013 RECIPIENT 
Elizabeth “Libby” Nicholson 


