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Assignment Office (937) 225-4107
Clerk of Courts (937) 225-4562
Compliance Office (937) 225-4782
Court Operations (937) 225-6060
Family Relations (937) 225-4191
Legal Services (937) 225-6061
Magistrates (937) 225-4063
Parenting Education  (937) 225-4092

ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF HELP

FINDING A LAWYER

Dayton Bar Association 
Lawyer Referral (937) 222-6102

Ohio State Bar Association (800) 282-6556

LEGAL HELP FOR THE INDIGENT

Volunteer Lawyers Project (937) 461-3857
Legal Aid Society (888) 534-1432

University of Dayton
Law Clinic (937) 229-3817 

Public Defender’s Office (937) 225-4652

CHILD SUPPORT ASSISTANCE

Support Enforcement Agency 
Investigations (937) 225-4054 

CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENT INFORMATION

Ohio Child Support 
Payment Central (800) 860-2555

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELP

Artemis Center for 
Alternative to Domestic Violence (937) 461-4357

24-hour Domestic Violence 
Hotline (937) 222-SAFE

Preventing Abuse in The Home (937) 775-4300

YWCA Shelter and Housing (937) 222-6333

SOCIAL SERVICE EDUCATION AGENCIES

Children Services Board (937) 276-6121

Job and Family Services (937) 225-6347

Family Services Association (937) 222-9481

Suicide Prevention Center (937) 297-4777

DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT

301 W. Third Street, 2nd Floor
Dayton-Montgomery County Courts Building

Dayton, Ohio 45422
www.mcohio.org/dr

Denise Cross  (937) 496-7538
 Administrative Judge

Judith King  (937) 496-7536
 Judge
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PROBATE DIVISION
41 N. Perry Street, 2nd Floor 
Montgomery County Courts Building

Dayton, Ohio 45402
www.mcohio.org/probate

Alice O. McCollum  (937) 225-4552
 Judge

Adoptions (937) 224-8498
Chief Magistrate
 David Farmer (937) 225-4609
Clerk’s Department (937) 225-4640
Court Administrator (937) 225-4625
Magistrates
 Julie Aslinger (937) 225-4490
 Joseph Gallagher (937) 225-4601
 David White (937) 225-4608
Marriage (937) 225-4657

Probate Division
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Probate Division

MISSION STATEMENT

The Montgomery County Probate Court is dedicated to resolving 
matters and disputes by:

 •  Providing fair and efficient justice;
 • Offering easy access to the Court for prompt problem 
  resolution;
 • Providing quality and innovative services to the public;
 • Ensuring efficient case management by a professional
  and courteous staff.

The Court will anticipate and meet the challenges presented by 
continuing social, legal, and technological changes.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Judge McCollum

The Judge of the Probate Court shall be assigned all cases coming 
before the court.  The Judge is charged with the assignment and 
division of the work of the departments and with the employment 
and supervision of all personnel of the Probate Court.

Magistrates 

Four Magistrates assist the Judge in handling the case load.  A 
magistrate is an attorney appointed by the Court who hears cases 
referred by the Judge.  Magistrates hear and consider cases in 
the same manner as a judge.  All magistrates’ decisions are 
reviewed and approved by the Judge.  Magistrates are available 
to answer procedural and other questions but may not discuss a 
case with either a litigant or attorney in the absence of the other 
party, or that party’s attorney, to the case.

COURT OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

Court Administrator

The Judge appoints the Court Administrator.  The Administrator 
manages and coordinates the operations and nonlegal staff 
of the Court.  The Administrator is responsible for the general 
administration and supervision of all support services under the 
Court. The Administrator handles attorney, agency and public 
concerns and complaints regarding court proceedings.    The 
Court Administrator also acts as a liaison between the Judge and 
staff.

COMMON PLEAS COURT
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 Alice O. McCollum, Judge

3

STATE OF OHIO SUPREME COURT
Chief Justice and six Justices.  Court of last resort on all constitutional questions, and questions of public or 

general interest.  Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals and Public Utilities.

SECOND DISTRICT
COURT OF APPEALS

Three judge panels, Original jurisdiction in select cases.  
General Appellate Review of judgements of Common Pleas 
Courts, Municipal Courts, and County Courts, and appeals 

from Board of Tax Appeals.

DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS 

DIVISION
Divorces, 

dissolutions; 
Legal Separations 
and annulments.  

Allocations of 
parental rights and 

responsibilities; 
parenting time; 

child and spousal 
support.

COUNTY 
COURTS

Traffic cases, minor 
offenses, and civil 

cases up to $3,000.  
Preliminary 

jurisdiction in felony 
matters.

MAYORS 
COURTS

Misdemeanor 
offenses; Traffic 

cases.

GENERAL 
DIVISION
In each of 88 

counties-Trials in 
civil and criminal 
cases; appeals 

from most 
administrative 

agencies. 
- Unlimited civil, 

and felony criminal 
jurisdiction.

JUVENILE 
DIVISION

Offenses involving 
minors, most 

paternity action, 
abuse, neglect, 

dependency and 
child support.

PROBATE 
DIVISION
Decedent’s 

estates; mental 
illness problems; 

adoptions and 
marriage licenses.

COURT OF 
CLAIMS
Civil cases 

involving statewide 
jurisdiction.  All 
suits against the 
state for personal 
injury, property 

damage, contracts, 
and wrongful death 

actions.  Three-
judge court, if 

requested.

MUNICIPAL 
COURTS

Civil cases up 
to $10,000; 

criminal cases 
where sentence 
is one year or 

less.  Preliminary 
jurisdiction in felony 

matters.

STRUCTURE OF THE OHIO JUDICIAL SYSTEM

MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
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justice.  While the Courts are, by law, separate 

entities, Judges and administrative staff 

work together on joint programs and projects 

designed to provide more cost effective 

solutions for the Courts.  These joint efforts  

reduce expenditures as well as avoid duplication 

and inefficiency.  We appreciate citizen support 

and endeavor to continue our efforts to provide 

the best Court system in the State of Ohio.

DESCRIPTION OF THE 

COMMON PLEAS COURT

There are sixteen Judges in the Common Pleas 

Court for Montgomery County.  The Judges 

are elected to and conduct their work in one 

of the four divisions.  In some instances, the 

Presiding Judge will assign a Judge from one 

division to another for specific cases.  This is 

done to avoid the cost and delay involved with 

a Judge from another county being assigned 

to a matter.

The Domestic Relations Division has two 

Judges empowered by statute to hear all 

divorce, dissolution, legal separation, and 

annulment cases, as well as civil domestic 

violence cases for residents of Montgomery 

County. In addition, the Court maintains 

jurisdiction over post-decree matters such as 

allocation of parental rights and responsibilities, 

child support, parenting time issues, spousal 

support, and other related matters.

The General Division has eleven Judges 

responsible for civil cases and criminal felony 

cases.  Civil cases involve disputes between 

parties for such things as unpaid debts, personal 

injuries from accidents, contract disputes and 

other conflicts arising out of different types of 

business transactions.  Criminal felony cases 

are prosecutions for crimes that can result in a 

prison sentence for the offender.  Felony cases 

are divided by classifications from One to Five 

with Level One crimes being the most serious 

offenses.

The Juvenile Division has two Judges with 

jurisdiction over cases regarding delinquent and 

unruly children, as well as those youth charged 

with traffic violations. The Court also makes 

judicial determinations relating to dependency, 

neglect, abuse, paternity, child support, and 

parenting time.

The Probate Division has one Judge with 

exclusive jurisdiction over the administration of 

estates and trusts, appointment of guardians 

for  incompetents and estates of minors, 

adoptions, the issuance of marriage licenses, 

name changes, commitment of the mentally 

ill, and various other actions. The Court also 

approves settlements in wrongful death actions 

and minor injury claims. The Probate Division 

is empowered with more than two hundred 

responsibilities pursuant to the Ohio Revised 

Code.

2

Probate Division
COMMON PLEAS COURT
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Finance

The Finance Department is responsible for 
all aspects of finance, including preparation 
and maintenance of budgets, all financial 
reporting and analysis, support for financial 
and analytical needs of other departments, 
control over all payments and purchasing, and 
continual monitoring of all aspects of finance 
for the Court

Management of Information Systems

The M.I.S. Department provides data processing 
services and office automation to the entire staff 
of the Probate Court in order to provide a more 
efficient court for the public.     The department 
upgrades hardware and software, installs new 
hardware and software, and troubleshoots any 
computer-related problems users may have.

Clerks Office

The Clerks Office maintains and makes 
available to the public the hard-copy records of 
all case files for the Probate Court.  The Clerks 
Office assists customers at the counter and 
over the telephone.  The Clerks Office collects 
any cost or fee required, issues receipts and 
posts the collected monies. Appropriate 
information for case files is docketed in a 
timely manner including entering information in 
the computer system and issuing appropriate 
notices.   Documents are scanned for the case 
file database which is available online.  Further 
duties of the office include providing basic 
case management information and completing 
statistical reporting.

Marriage Department

The Marriage Department’s principal function 
is to issue marriage licenses and complete 
marriage certificates. Further duties include 
providing statistical reporting concerning case 
management.

Adoption Department

One of the most rewarding responsibilities 
of the Probate Court is to make sure a child 
is placed in a safe, loving and permanent 
home. The Adoption Department serves a 
dual function.  The primary function is to 

provide case management for the adoption 
cases.  Adoption filings are accepted by this 
Department, reviewed and set for hearings 
as appropriate.   All adoption proceedings 
and records are confidential.  The secondary 
function is that of a case management 
specialist to the magistrates when necessary. 
The case management specialist duties require 
considerable knowledge of office, secretarial 
and administrative practices and procedures.  
They maintain court orders, reports, forms, 
correspondence and final decisions by the 
magistrates and Judge.

Mental Health

It is the responsibility of the Probate Court to 
oversee the involuntary commitment process 
of individuals who are alleged to be mentally 
ill or mentally retarded while protecting their 
rights and ensuring they receive treatment in 
the least restrictive environment.  The Court 
conducts hearings at various hospitals and 
other mental health facilities throughout the 
county to determine if an individual requires 
hospitalization.  The Court will appoint an 
attorney for a person if it appears the alleged 
mentally ill/mentally retarded person is indigent.  
Doctors, psychologists and other experts may 
also be appointed as required.    All proceedings 
and records are confidential.

2006 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Court entered year two of the three-year 
strategic court automation plan. Updates 
included new computer hardware to replace 
old operating systems to provide consistency 
within the Court. To increase staff productivity 
and assure the finest service to the community, 
the Court purchased twenty-two new computers 
for staff.

Parties began to utilize mediation as an 
alternative to protracted litigation.  Mediation 
allows the judge and the magistrates to devote 
more time to other matters.  
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The Ohio Supreme Court required revision 
of the Local Rule on mediation.  The new 
rule should encourage use of the mediation 
program.

The Court continued to upgrade and enhance the 
working environment in a number of ways.  The 
Court conducted the second annual employee 
training and recognition day. This event 
recognizes employees for their extraordinary 
dedication to the Court. The Court updated 
the employee policy manual to include current 
trends in areas such as redefining immediate 
family and requiring notice of any employee 
criminal convictions.

The Court worked closely with the County and 
its architects to finalize plans for renovation 
of the Court’s facilities, which remained 
unchanged since the 1960s when the Court 
building opened.  The renovation plan is in 
place and will begin in the fall of 2007.

2007 GOALS

The Court began and will complete court record 
redaction. Currently staff is removing social 
security numbers and driver’s license numbers 
from current cases files.

28

As redaction technology improves and the costs 
decrease, the Court will study the feasibility 
of image redaction as compared to the labor 
intensive file copy redaction.

The Court will move its entire operation 
temporarily to the Family Court Center during 
the renovation process.  The move will be 
completed with a minimum disruption to the 
public while maintaining the high integrity 
of court processes. The Court will use an 
electronic billboard sign to direct the public to 
the correct location. 

Mental commitments and related cases 
increased 12% during 2006.  Because these 
cases are labor intensive, one magistrate 
dedicates 90% of his time to these cases, 
leaving little time for the other matters in 
the Court.   It is impossible for the Court to 
continue to provide quality services in other 
areas without an additional magistrate or staff 
attorney.  Therefore, the Court will vigorously 
pursue hiring of additional staff.

Probate Division
COMMON PLEAS COURT

2004 - 2006 STATISTICS

CASES FILED 2004 2005 2006
Adoptions 243 215 240

Estates 2906 2770 2596

Guardianships 423 370 373

Mental Health 550 651 730

Miscellaneous 204 362 375

MARRIAGE DEPARTMENT 2004 2005 2006
Licenses Issued 3580 3526 3641

Marriage Certificates 2585 1217 4647

About Us
Domestic Relations

Division
General
Division

Juvenile
Division

Probate
Division

About Us

The Judges of the Montgomery County 

Common Pleas Court take this opportunity 

to provide you with information about 

the Court.  The Common Pleas Court 

consists of four divisions that provide timely 

and equitable service to the citizens of 

Montgomery County.  Each of the divisions 

has a unique role for a specific area of 

the judicial process.  Collectively, the 

Court is dedicated to delivering superior 

programs in public safety, corrections, 

rehabilitation, family law, probate, and civil 

COMMON PLEAS COURT
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  Honorable  Honorable Honorable Honorable Honorable Honorable  Honorable Honorable

 Back Row Anthony  Mary K. Judith A. Michael T. A. J. Michael L. G. Jack Gregory F.
   Capizzi Huffman King Hall Wagner Tucker Davis Singer

  Honorable Honorable  Honorable Honorable Honorable Honorable Honorable Honorable
 Front Row Jeffrey E. Alice O. Dennis J. John W. Nick Denise L. Barbara P. David A.
   Froelich McCollum Langer Kessler Kuntz Cross Gorman Gowdown 
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