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You don’t need me to read
the headlines to you. Tensions are high in the community, and those that wish to
help are frustrated and upset. Those of us who work in
the social services are in a
unique position to make a difference. While we see things
happening all over the country, things we may consider
injustices, each of us is only
one person. Therefore, the
magnitude of the issues that
bring many of us to tears can
be, or at least feel, overwhelming. So, what can one
person do?
There is a well-known
parable about the person by
the ocean that encounters a
million beached starfish and
starts throwing them back
into the water one at a time

to save their lives. Someone
approaches the person and
says, “Why are you wasting
your time doing that? There
are a million of them, how
can you think what you are
doing will possibly make a
difference?” The person
throwing the starfish picks
up another and throws it and
says, “I made a difference
to that one.” While this is a
nice story, and it can inspire
action, the thought of attempting to tackle the problems of many by one’s self
can be daunting and even
lead to a feeling of hopelessness. Well, the happy truth
is when you help one person
you are rarely, if ever, only
helping that person.
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Those of us who attend
court proceedings on a regular basis can see the pain and
discomfort that is being
caused by the defendants,
not only to his family but to
the community at large. Conversely, if we can help that
individual get back on track
he is positively affecting the
family and community.
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The point is that when
that client is sitting in front
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of you and you are willing and
able to provide services you
are doing a lot more than
just throwing back one starfish. You are throwing back a
starfish that can take care
of his little starfish and may
encourage others to do the
same and thus make a difference in the world. All of
us have folks we admire or
even idolize. At some point
somebody helped out our heroes and thus set them on
the path to eventually inspire us. A future gamechanger may have an appointment in your office an hour
from now. Be ready, and give
it your best.
By: Michael Newsom

The person
throwing the
starfish
picks up
another and
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says, “I
made a
difference to
that one.”

Donuts with Dad
MCDJFS was honored to sponsor and help coordinate Donuts with Dad at Cleveland Elementary preK-6 on Pursell Ave. in Dayton on Dec.
12. Mary Case, YMCA Site Coordinator, and
parent volunteer, Eddie Barlow, worked hard to
bring this event to Cleveland.

Men of Color Event
I was honored to participate in the
Men of Color event on Dec. 10 at
World of Wonder preK-8 in Dayton.
The Men of Color movement's mission
is "to develop and support the education and leadership potential of males
of color throughout their lifespans."
We spoke to an attentive group of
young men (7th and 8th graders) who
are poised to be the future leaders
of Montgomery County and wherever
else their lives may lead them. We
also got to experience the excellent
early education the younger students
were receiving by sitting in on their
classes for a few moments. What a
positive experience it was for us, and
hopefully the kids as well.
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With a little support from Fatherhood Coordinator, Mike Newsom, the day was a success as
25-plus fathers and father figures packed the
media center with their youngsters and enjoyed some Stan the Donut Man donuts and
coffee. The pride on the kids’ faces was priceless and was only matched by the smiles of the
men in attendance.
Every school should have this event, and MCFI
will work towards that lofty goal. If you have a
school in mind for Donuts with Dad please contact Mike Newsom at 937-496-7569 or
Michael.Newsom@jfs.ohio.gov

Pictured left to right:
Community leader, Richard Wright; MCDJFS
Fatherhood Coordinator, Mike Newsom;
Dayton City Commissioner, Jeffrey Mims; a
World of Wonder student; and former City
of Dayton Mayor, Clay Dixon.
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MCFI collaborates with
UHS in the Empower program to help young parents
that have JFS-related issues such as child support,
public assistance, and employment. We have assisted students at Job Corps,
Drew Health Center and
the following high schools:
Meadowdale, Fairmont, and
Belmont.
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Young minds help the Fatherhood movement
As part of their Early Childhood
(EDT 344) class at the University
of Dayton, three students formed
a group and chose the Montgomery County Fatherhood Initiative
(MCFI) as their project. More
specifically, they signed up to
launch MCFI’s Facebook Page.
The purpose of the page is to
continue to shine the light on the
importance of Fatherhood
through statistics, anecdotes, and
other methods. More importantly,

the page seeks to be interactive.
There are currently survey questions and other thought-provoking
items on the page, and it is thanks
to the work of three young ladies
that understand the importance of
Fatherhood.

Facebook
page that
can be
used as a resource and sounding
board for the community.

Caitlin O’Connell, Caroline
English, and Kelly Phillips worked
closely with MCDJFS Communications Coordinator, Kevin Lavoie, and
MCDJFS Fatherhood Coordinator, Mike Newsom, to create a

Initiative. MCDJFS hopes you

The page is entitled
Montgomery County Fatherhood
will visit, like, and interact often.

Global Warming
The Montgomery County Office of
Ex-Offender Reentry (MCOER)
Supportive Services Committee
provided its clients and their children with warm clothes for the
winter as part of its Global Warming event. The committee is cochaired by Mike Newsom (JFS Fatherhood Coordinator) and Khadijah
Ali (Circle of Vision Keepers Program Director). Donations came in
from JFS, RTA, Adult Parole Authority, and other various entities.
In mid-December, committee members, Amy Piner of MCOER, Rick
Harmon (Adult Parole), and Tonia
Hairston-Abrams (CSEA) helped
clients find the items they needed
for their families. In addition to
clothing, toiletries and other necessities were provided to several
moms and dads at MCOER's Reibold
location. There are still items available (especially hats and gloves for
kids). Please contact Mike Newsom
at 937-496-7569 or
michael.newsom@jfs.ohio.gov if you
would like to tap this resource.

Caitlin O’Connell, Caroline English,
and Kelly Phillips

Khadijah Ali (Circle of Vision
Keepers) takes a moment

Amy Piner (MCOER)
poses with the happy
(although she may not
look like it) owner of a
new coat.

Tonia Hairston-Abrams (CSEA) helps a dad “shop”.

Mike Newsom
MCDJFS Fatherhood Coordinator
Reibold Building
14 W 4th St.
Dayton, OH 45401
Phone: 937-496-7569
Fax: 937-225-5087
E-mail: Michael.Newsom@jfs.ohio.gov
“It is easier to build strong children than to
repair broken men.” -Frederick Douglas

