
Montgomery County Arts and Cultural District

(MCACD)

2009-2010

Visual and Media Arts 

Fellowship Program for 

Individual Artists 



Montgomery County Arts and 

Cultural District
Å Introductions

ïMatt Dunn, Montgomery County

ïJane Black, Dayton Visual Arts Center (DVAC)

Å Public Sources of Funding for Artists

ïMontgomery County Arts and cultural District

ÅBeen around since 1991

Åwww.mcohio.org/services/ced/art_cultural

ÅFunds institutions, small organizations, individuals

ïOhio Arts Council (www.oac.state.oh.us)

ÅClick on Grants link

ïhttp://contest.discoverohiofilm.com/

http://www.oac.state.oh.us/
http://www.oac.state.oh.us/
http://www.oac.state.oh.us/


MCACD and 

Dayton Visual Arts Center

Å The MCACD is a special purpose unit of Montgomery County government

Å Funds are set aside annually for arts and cultural programming

Å Montgomery County is one of the few municipalities in the country to 
support the work of individual artists. 

Å $45,000 available for Fellowships + $10,000 for Lifetime Achievement

Å DVAC, through a public-private partnership, is assisting MCACD by making 
itself an easily accessible point of contact for artists to drop off intent cards 
and applications. While MCACD is the funder of these fellowships, DVAC 
will also be acting as the pass-through agency for the money. Winners will 
receive a check from DVAC but all acknowledgments should go to 
Montgomery County.



Program Goal

ÅThe Individual Artist Fellowship Program provides 

grants through a competitive process in support of 

the artistic development of Montgomery County 

artists. 

Å2009-10 program focus is on Visual and Media 

artists.  In alternating years, the fellowship is for 

Performing and Literary artists.



ELIGIBILITY 

ÅArtist must be a resident of Montgomery County for at least one 
year before the deadline and remain a resident during the period of 
support. (November 1, 2009 ïOctober 31, 2010)

ÅArtist must be at least 18 years of age and not enrolled in any 
undergraduate or graduate degree-seeking program during the 
fellowship period. 

ÅRecipients of a 2007 Artist Fellowship award are ineligible to apply 
for a 2009 award. Previous fellowship winners may apply again 4 
years after their last award. 

ÅPrevious fellowship recipients may not submit the same work with 
future applications 

ÅOnce you are awarded a Lifetime Award, you are no longer eligible 
to receive an Artist Fellowship. 



ÅVisual Arts

ÅMedia Arts

ÅCrafts/Folk Arts

ÅInterdisciplinary Arts

Program Categories



Visual Arts

ÅWorks in the following 
specific areas of 
concentration: 
sculpture, drawing, 
painting, printmaking, 
mixed media, and 
photo-based works 



Media Arts

ÅWorks that include 

documentary, animation, 

and media in all formats

ÅMay include film, video, 

television, radio, 

multimedia and web.



Crafts/Folk Arts
ÅClay

ÅFiber

ÅGlass

ÅLeather

ÅMetal

ÅPaper

ÅWood

ÅStone

ÅMixed Media



Interdisciplinary Arts

ÅWork that crosses traditional 

disciplinary boundaries, bringing 

together formerly distinct art forms 

to create new, multi-faceted means 

of expression

ÅConsult with MCACD staff to see if 

your work qualifies



Fellowship Award

ÅFellowship awards: $5,000 each

ÁQuality of work submitted

ÁArtistôs statement

ÁResume

ÁUp to 9 available

ÅLifetime Award: $10,000

ÁNomination only

ÁSeparate process



Deadlines 2009

ÅIntent to apply- Friday, 

May 29 by close of 

business

ÅFinal Deadline- July 9 

by 8:00 p.m.

All application materials 
are due at DVAC 



Review Process

ÅEligibility audit

ïStaff reviews application for completeness

ïArtistic Documentation

ÅReceive notification

ÅDeadline to comply



Panel Day by Category
Á Artistic Documentation

ÁAll applications / panel copy
Artist announced, no scoring

Á Applications reviewed in alphabetical order
Á Documentation shown again

Á First Reader, Second Reader, open to panel

Á Strengths and weaknesses of application

Á Scoring
ÁBased on criteria in guidelines

Á Applications in rank order by median score

Á Funding recommendations 
Á Based on score and available funds

Á Recommendations to Committee and then MCACD Board



Review Criteria / Scoring

ÅQuality of work submitted- 80%

ïArtistic Documentation

ÅArtistôs Statement - 10%

ÅResume ï10%

Scores on scale 1 (not competitive) to 10 (highly competitive)



Panel Selection

ÅPanelists

ÅKnowledgeable in discipline
ÁIntent to apply categories

ÅConflicts of Interest
ÁFew, if any conflicts

ÁOutside Montgomery County

ÁAbstain from review of application



Panel Review

ÅEntire process open for observation

Attend Panel Review

ÁValuable Feedback on your application

ÁOpportunity to see othersô documentation

ÁHear what panelists look for

ÁComments and Concerns

ÁFind out your score



Application Instructions
Å Application available in 

executable form on disk or 
download from 
www.mcohio.org

Å Use correct font size

Å DO NOT USE STAPLES!

Å Collate into sets

Å Do not put into folders

http://www.mcohio.org/


Artistic Documentation

ÅThree Copies

ÁFirst Reader (up to 20 min)

ÁSecond Reader (up to 20 min)

ÁPanel (2 min excerpt of above)

ÅCDôs 

ÅDVDôs

Must be recent work (not created before 2005)

ÅThe quality of your artistic documentation reflects the 

quality of your work.

ÅHigh quality documentation is essential for successful 

applications.

Performing Arts


