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During the fall of 2005, James (Jim) Bowers attended  

training to become a Court Appointed Special          

Advocate (CASA) Guardian ad Litem (GAL) at the 

same time that he ran for, and won, a seat on the West 

Carrollton City Council. With the encouragement of a 

family friend, he became involved with the                

Montgomery County Juvenile Court's CASA                  

Program. During the last eight years, Jim has served as 

the voice of 38 children and 20 families on the cases in 

which he has worked.  Ann Gramza, CASA director stated, "He performs his role 

as a CASA/GAL with the utmost respect for families and diligence in order to    

adequately represent to the Court how the child is doing and to present what he  

believes to be in the best interests of the child.” 

The mission of CASA is to speak for the best interests of abused and neglected 

children in the courts. According to the CASA volunteer coordinator Al Minor, 

"Jim really goes above and beyond what is expected of his role as a CASA, and he 

does this with each case that he diligently works." His thorough report-writing   

process is now an example throughout the state of Ohio.  

Jim is married to Donna Bowers, they have three adult children and three        

grandchildren. Jim demonstrates such passion for the welfare of other children by 

being their voice in the system. His experience through CASA has also helped him 

give advice to local West Carrollton citizens about situations involving children.  

As affirmed by Angie Fryman, West Carrollton City Council Member, "Our       

children, city, and community are so fortunate to have Jim as an advocate for our 

children.”   Jim won the CASA “GOLD STAR” Award in 2007, and the most distinguished 

honor, "THE POWER OF ONE"  Award in 2011. 

Courtesy of the Family & Children First Council and Montgomery County. 
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