
Carmen Y. Gooden 
 
 

 
Carmen Y. Gooden has been 
working with homeless women 
and children in Montgomery 
County for more than 6 years.  As 
her nomination states, “Carmen 
reaches out to them every day, of 
every week, of every month.”  
What an awesome way to affect 
and changes lives within our 
community.  Carmen was also 
described as “An average person 
who is doing extraordinary things.”  
That very statement along with her work in the community is why 
Carmen is the Brother Raymond L. Fitz Award winner for 2011.  
 
Carmen is passionate about the plight of homeless women and 
children, especially those who have suffered abuse in their lives.  
Her mission is to help them escape the cycle of abuse, poverty 
and homelessness.  Carmen herself came from a background of 
abuse and knows the struggles that these women face.  Although 
Linda Vista was not established until 2004, Carmen’s vision to 
help abused women was realized 18 years earlier.    
 
Carmen, the co-founder of Linda Vista has demonstrated time 
after time that her dedication to homeless women and children far 
outweighs a traditional 9-5 employee.  Carmen can be found 
many evenings and weekends working with women to help them 
with any need that they have.  Even though she is the Executive 
Director, often times one may see her as a Case Manager, 
Resident Manager, Youth Coordinator or Fundraiser.  Carmen has 
performed all these functions for the past two years without pay 
due to the high needs of her clients and low revenue that many 
non-profit agencies are experiencing at this time. 
 
Carmen fosters success with the homeless women and children at 
Linda Vista.  In one case, a family of five: mother and four children 
were living in their automobile and various shelters throughout the 

 



community.   The mother could not remember the last time she 
was employed, had a multitude of problems with her children in 
school and had no resources to change her situation.  After 
receiving services from Linda Vista and graduating from the 
program, this family is on a different path.  The mother is now 
employed at Kettering Memorial Hospital earning a livable wage.  
The family is no longer homeless and the children are doing well 
in school, two of them even achieved honor roll status in their 
school.  This is just one of the families that Carmen has 
successfully nurtured and changed their direction in life.   
 
Carmen has also founded The Youth Enrichment Center, a 
grassroots effort to expose homeless children to events and 
activities that could change their lives.  Ms. Gooden’s motto is ‘just 
because a child is homeless the child should if at all possible be 
given the same if not more potential of positive growth as any 
other child.  Carmen is stern but caring and passionate with the 
children she mentors.  She has also engaged other partners in the 
community to provide services that will increase the children’s 
exposure to the arts.  The Victoria Theatre partners with Linda 
Vista by providing tickets for movies, plays and concerts.  The 
DPL Foundation provides their box seats along with food for the 
children at the Fifth Third Field Dayton Dragons games.  A 
partnership with Best Buy allows weekend camp in the summer 
for children.  All these efforts are coordinated through Ms. 
Gooden.   
 
Carmen believes that Montgomery County’s homeless problem is 
everyone’s problem.  She strives to help as many homeless 
women and children as possible become stabilized and make 
permanent changes to keep them permanently housed.  As a 
result of her commitment to these families and her work 
throughout the community, Carmen Gooden is the 2011 recipient 
of the Brother Raymond L. Fitz Award. 


