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These case summaries are issued for the convenience of the public, the bench, and 
the bar. They are a brief statement of the court’s holdings and are not to be 
considered headnotes or syllabi. Copies of opinion are available from the particular 
county's clerk of courts. The full text of each opinion is also available on the  
Ohio Supreme Court’s Website at www.sc.ohio.gov/ROD/docs/default.asp  
 

 
 
DECISION AND FINAL JUDGMENT ENTRY RENDERED JANUARY 19, 2016: 
 
Case Name:   In re Mason Caves - Lorri Anderson, Next of Kin and “Attorney in 

Fact” Power of Attorney v. Sheriff Gene Kelly 
Case No.:    Clark App. No. 15-CA-0018 
Panel:    Donovan, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:    Per Curiam  
Summary:    Habeas corpus petition dismissed.  This court lacks territorial 

jurisdiction over petitioner’s son, who is in custody in another judicial 
district.   

 
OPINIONS RENDERED ON JANUARY 22, 2016:  
 
Case Name:  U.S. Bank, N.A. v. Lloyd E. Christmas, et al. 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 26695; 2014-CV-4627 
Panel:    Froelich, Donovan, Hall 
Author:   Michael T. Hall 
Summary:  The trial court did not err by entering summary judgment for Appellee 

in this foreclosure action. The affidavit supporting the motion for 
summary judgment is based on the personal knowledge of the 
affiant, and the documents attached to the affidavit are admissible as 
business records under Evid.R. 803(6). The conditions precedent to 
acceleration of the note were satisfied. Because the original plaintiff 
had been assigned the mortgage, it had standing to bring this action. 
The trial court did not err by taking judicial notice of the State of 
Ohio’s tax lien on the property. Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  Champaign County Court of Common Pleas v. Jeanine R. Fansler   
Case No:  Champaign App. No. 2015-CA-4; 14-MS-15 
Panel:    Fain, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:   Michael T. Hall 

http://www.sc.ohio.gov/ROD/docs/default.asp
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Summary:  The trial court did not err by finding Appellant in criminal and civil 
contempt for disobeying court orders. Service of the orders on 
Appellant was not necessary. It was immaterial that the common 
pleas court was named as the plaintiff or that the trial judge signed 
the written notice of contempt. The evidence supports the contempt 
findings. Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Norman L. Parks  
Case No:  Clark App. No. 2015-CA-32; 95-CR-38 
Panel:    Froelich, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:   Michael T. Hall 
Summary:  The trial court did not have the authority to correct the aggregate of 

Appellant’s consecutive indefinite felony sentences. Nor did the 
court, in this case, have jurisdiction to order the Ohio Department of 
Rehabilitation and Correction to do so. Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Dawaune Brandon  
Case No:  Clark App. Nos. 2014-CA-143 / 2014-CA-144 / 2014-CA-145;   
   14-CR-653 / 14-CR-519 / 14-CR-596 
Panel:    Fain, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:   Michael T. Hall 
Summary:  The trial court did not err by requiring Appellant to serve multiple 

sentences consecutively. The trial court’s findings that consecutive 
service is necessary to protect the public from future crime by 
Appellant and to punish Appellant and that consecutive sentences 
are not disproportionate to the seriousness of Appellant’s conduct 
and to the danger that Appellant poses to the public are not clearly 
and convincingly unsupported by the record. Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  Willard K. Woods, Jr. v. Bureau of Workers’ Compensation, et al. 
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 26561; 2013-CV-3514 
Panel:   Fain, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Jeffrey M. Welbaum 
Summary: The judgment that Appellee’s workplace injury substantially 

aggravated a pre-existing condition was supported by sufficient 
evidence and was not against the manifest weight of the evidence.  
Furthermore, even though the trial court erred in admitting hearsay 
evidence, the error was not prejudicial.  The trial court did not err in 
instructing the jury.  Affirmed.  

 
Case Name:  Warren Otstot, Jr. v. Tom Owens, et al.  
Case No:  Clark App. No. 2015-CA-57; 14-CVF-1732. 
Panel:    Donovan, Fain, Froelich 
Author:   Mike Fain  
Summary:  Plaintiff’s appeal in a civil action is predicated on his contention that 

the judgment is against the manifest weight of the evidence, but he 
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has not produced a transcript of the trial.  In the absence of a 
transcript, the court of appeals has no basis to disturb the trial court’s 
findings of fact, which support the judgment.  Affirmed.     

 
Case Name:  Sheryl A. Stites v. Rodney A. Stites  
Case No:  Montgomery App. No. 26652; 02-DR-1467 
Panel:    Donovan, Fain, Froelich 
Author:   Mike Fain  
Summary:  The trial court did not err in entering order making divorce defendant 

the trustee for certain limited purposes relating to the sale of the 
marital residence.  The order is reasonably calculated to achieve 
compliance with the trial court’s previous orders relating to the sale 
of the property.  Notwithstanding the plaintiff’s assertions to the 
contrary, she has not been held in contempt.  The trial court did not 
err in finding, and ordering the repayment of, an overpayment to the 
plaintiff from the defendant’s military pension.  Because the plaintiff 
did not appeal from a 2012 order clarifying that the equal share of 
the pension to which she was entitled was an equal share of the 
coverture fraction, res judicata bars her contention that the 2012 
order was in error.  Affirmed.    

 
Case Name:  Karin B. Keaton v. Ricky E. Keaton 
Case No.:  Greene App. No. 2014-CA-50; 12-DR-298 
Panel:   Donovan, Fain, Froelich 
Author:  Mary E. Donovan 
Summary: Trial court did not abuse its discretion when it ordered the appellant 

to pay the appellee’s attorney’s fees incurred during the course of 
the civil contempt proceedings against appellant.  The trial court’s 
valuation of specific marital property consisting of two motorcycles 
and a trailer was supported by competent and credible evidence and 
was, therefore, not an abuse of discretion.  Judgment affirmed.       

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Keith E. Griffin 
Case No.:  Clark App. No. 2014-CA-123; 13 CR 850 
Panel:   Donovan, Fain, Froelich 
Author:  Jeffrey E. Froelich 
Summary: Trial court did not abuse its discretion in denying defendant’s post-

sentence motion to withdraw his plea.  Record belies defendant’s 
claim that his counsel did not argue on his behalf regarding his 
sentence.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  State of Ohio v. Brian K. Klosterman 
Case No.:  Darke App. Nos. 2015-CA-9 and 2015-CA-10; 12-CR-122, 
   12-CR-168, 14-CR-304 
Panel:   Donovan, Fain, Froelich 
Author:  Jeffrey E. Froelich 
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Summary: Trial court did not err in revoking defendant’s community control.  
Defendant waived the probable cause and evidentiary hearings and 
admitted to the community control violation.  Judgment affirmed. 

 
Case Name:  In the Matter of the Adoption of:  Z.G.A. 
Case No.:  Greene App. No. 2015-CA-51; 10524AD-15-50 
Panel:   Froelich, Hall, Welbaum 
Author:  Jeffrey E. Froelich 
Summary: With the facts and record before it, the trial court properly concluded 

that putative father’s consent to the adoption of a child was not 
required where putative father failed to register with the Putative 
Father Registry within 30 days of the child’s birth.  Judgment 
affirmed. 

 
 
 


